
Pick a Bale of Cotton - Leadbelly (Ledbetter) 



[G]x1 [G]x1 [G]x1 [G]x1 [D]x1 [D]x1 [G]x1 

Tacet Gonna [G] jump down turn around pick a bale o’ [D] cotton [G] jump down turn 
around [D] pick a bale a [G] day 
Gonna jump down turn around pick a bale o’ [D] cotton [G] jump down turn around to 
[D] pick a bale a [G] day 

[G] Oh Lordy, pick a bale o’ [D] cotton [G] Oh my Lordy, [D] pick a bale a [G] day 
Oh Lordy, pick a bale o’ [D] cotton [G] Oh my Lordy [D] pick a bale a [G] day 

[G] Me an’ my buddy gonna pick a bale o’ [D] cotton 
[G] Me an’ my buddy gonna [D] pick a bale a [G]day 
[G] Me an’ my buddy gonna pick a bale o’ [D] cotton 
[G] Me an’ my buddy gonna [D] pick a bale a [G] day  

[G] Oh Lordy, pick a bale o’ [D] cotton [G] Oh my Lordy, [D] pick a bale a [G] day 
Oh Lordy, pick a bale o’ [D] cotton [G] Oh my Lordy [D] pick a bale a [G] day 

Little Faster 
[G] Me an’ my mammy gonna pick a bale o’ [D] cotton 
[G] Me an’ my mammy gonna [D] pick a bale a [G]day 
[G] Me an’ my mammy gonna pick a bale o’ [D] cotton 
[G] Me an’ my mammy gonna [D] pick a bale a [G] day  

[G] Oh Lordy, pick a bale o’ [D] cotton [G] Oh my Lordy, [D] pick a bale a [G] day 
Oh Lordy, pick a bale o’ [D] cotton [G] Oh my Lordy [D] pick a bale a [G] day 

Little Faster 
[G] Me an’ my Daddy gonna pick a bale o’ [D] cotton 
[G] Me an’ my Daddy gonna [D] pick a bale a [G]day 
[G] Me an’ my Daddy gonna pick a bale o’ [D] cotton 
[G] Me an’ my Daddy gonna [D] pick a bale a [G] day  

[G] Oh Lordy, pick a bale o’ [D] cotton [G] Oh my Lordy, [D] pick a bale a [G] day 
Oh Lordy, pick a bale o’ [D] cotton [G] Oh my Lordy [D] pick a bale a [G] day 

Tacet Gonna [G] jump down turn around pick a bale o’ [D] cotton [G] jump down turn 
around [D] pick a bale a [G] day 
Gonna jump down turn around pick a bale o’ [D] cotton [G] jump down turn around to 
[D] pick a bale a [G] day 

Faster 
[G] Oh Lordy, pick a bale o’ [D] cotton [G] Oh my Lordy, [D] pick a bale a [G] day 
Oh Lordy, pick a bale o’ [D] cotton [G] Oh my Lordy [D] pick a bale a [G] day 
Slow down when singing last ‘pick a bale a day’ 
[G] Oh Lordy, pick a bale o’ [D] cotton [G] Oh my Lordy, [D] pick a bale a [G] day 
Oh Lordy, pick a bale o’ [D] cotton [G] Oh my Lordy [D] pick a bale a [G] day - single 
strum [G] 
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